
 
 

WELCOME 
We welcome all who worship with us today. 

Whoever you are, whatever your faith journey, 
whomever you love, you are welcome here. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Words inspire us. Music uplifts us.  

United in God’s love,  
we strive to be an inclusive community,  
learning together and supporting others  

with compassion. 

VISION STATEMENT 
A confident, vibrant community,  

honouring God, encouraging diversity,  
and partnering with our community and others  

for social justice. 
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MASKS – Face masks are encouraged to be worn  
while you are in the church building and sanctuary. Thank you. 

 

VU—Voices United Hymn Book | MV—More Voices Hymn Book 
Music printed & streamed with permission under CCLI #1293009 & #20808245 

 

* indicates please stand, if able 
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WORSHIP FOCUS: “The Kingdom” 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 
and his servants will worship him.  ~Revelation 22:1-3 
 

God Gathers Us 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WE REMEMBER THE GIFT OF GOD’S GRACE (Pouring of the Water) 
 

One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
All: And also with you. 
 

INTROIT VU 955: (sung twice) 
 

Grant to us your peace on earth, 
grant to us your peace, O God. 



LIVING INTO RIGHT RELATIONS 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP: “Cookies” by Deborah Finneran, 2013 
 

One: Cookies – 
All: Why can’t I have the chocolate one 
 I want more 
One: She took my cookie 
All: Hers is bigger than mine 
 I want to trade 
 That’s not fair 
 

One: Cookies + 
All: Thank you for the cookie 
 I love you 
One: Thanks for all you do for me 
All: I am satisfied 
 This is good 
 I am loved 
 

~ Silent Reflection ~ 
 

RESPONSE MV 15: “Holy Sacred Spirit” (sung twice) 
 

Holy sacred Spirit, breathe your breath on us. 
Holy sacred Spirit, breathe your life in us. 

 

SOUL PRAYER 
 

* OPENING HYMN MV 156: “Dance with the Spirit” 
 

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’, 
walk* with the Spirit throughout the long day. 
Work and hope for the new life a-bornin’, 
listen to the Spirit to show you the way. 
 

* Dance, sing, talk, live 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON: Micah 6: 1-8 (NRSV)       Reader: Stephen Bronn 
    Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, 
you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a 
controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
    "O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  For I brought you up from 
the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam. 
    “O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
    “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
    “Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 



   He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31  (NRSV)       Reader: Stephen Bronn 
    For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” 
    Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 
    For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are 
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
    For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
    Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 
    He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Just a Little Talk With Jesus” – C. Derricks  
 

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 5: 1-12  (NRSV)       Reader: Pastor Robert Lawson 
     When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
    "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
    “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.”  
 

REFLECTION: “Alternating Currents” 
   

* HYMN VU 356: “Seek Ye First the Kingdom” 
 

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
 and God's righteousness, 
 and all these things shall be added unto you. 
 Hallelu, hallelujah. 
 

2 Ask and it shall be given unto you; 
 seek and you shall find; 
 knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 
 Hallelu, hallelujah. 
 

3 We do not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word 
 that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
 Hallelu, hallelujah. 



God Sends Us Out 
OUR OFFERING 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 

HYMN MV 154: “Deep in Our Hearts” (vs. 2,3) 
 

2 Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 
 deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 
 justice and peace in harmony. 
 

3 Deep in our hearts there is a common longing; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common current, 
 flowing to freedom like a stream. 

 

WE SHARE OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS: 
 

We pray for all our friends and family members living in retirement homes.     
And we pray for people in Ukraine, Syria, and Ethiopia;  
and countries without access to vaccines. 
 

If you would like your name added to the prayer list, or would like to speak with the minister,  
please call Pastor Robert Lawson. 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER: (sung - VU 959) 
  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil  
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

COMMISSIONING 
 

* HYMN VU 713: “I See a New Heaven” 
 

 Refrain 
I see a new heaven. 

 I see a new earth 
 as the old one will pass away, 
 where the fountain of life flows 
 and without price goes 
 to all people who abide in the land. 
 

1 There, there on the banks of a river bright and free, 
 yielding her fruit, firm in her root, 
 the Tree of Life will be.  Refrain 
 

2 There, there where death dies and our lives are born again, 
 body and soul, struggling but whole 
 like flowers after the rain.  Refrain 
  



Refrain 
I see a new heaven. 

 I see a new earth 
 as the old one will pass away, 
 where the fountain of life flows 
 and without price goes 
 to all people who abide in the land. 
 

3 There, there where the darkness brings visions from above. 
 There where the night, bearing new light, 
 reveals the promise of love.  Refrain 
 

4 There, there where we work with the love of healing hands. 
 Labour we must, true to our trust 
 to build a promised new land.  Refrain 
 

BLESSING:  
May God bless you and keep you. May God cause light to shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
May God turn towards you and grant you peace.  
 

* PARTING HYMN VU 79: “Arise, Your Light Is Come” 
 

1 Arise, your light is come! 
 The Spirit's call obey; 
 show forth the glory of your God, 
 which shines on you today. 
 

2 Arise, your light is come! 
 Fling wide the prison door; 
 proclaim the captive's liberty, 
 good tidings to the poor. 
 

3 Arise, your light is come! 
 All you in sorrow born, 
 bind up the broken-hearted ones 
 and comfort those who mourn. 
 

4 Arise, your light is come! 
 The mountains burst in song! 
 Rise up like eagles on the wing; 
 God's power will make us strong. 
 

 POSTLUDE 
 

LARGE PRINT HYMNS are available on the pew as you enter the sanctuary.   
You are welcome to use these packages during the service.   

Please leave them on the back pew or in your seat after the service. 
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