
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS 
 

VU—Voices United Hymn Book | MV—More Voices Hymn Book 
Music printed & streamed with permission  

under CCLI #1293009 & #20808245 
 

* Indicates to please stand, if able  
 

 

WORSHIP FOCUS: “Generosity” 
We strive to be generous with our time, our talents, our space, and 
our resources within our church and our broader community. 
                                                                                - Fonthill Strategic Plan 
 

God Gathers Us 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INTROIT & CANDLELIGHTING VU 111:  
             “As the Sun with Longer Journey” (Vs. 1 & 3) 

 

1 As the sun with longer journey 
 melts the winter's snow and ice, 
 with its slowly growing radiance 
 warms the seed beneath the earth, 
 may the sun of Christ's uprising 
 gently bring our hearts to life. 
 

3 Praise be given to the Maker 
 of the seasons' yearly round: 
 to the Speaker through the Spoken 
 in their living Breath of love 
 as the ever turning seasons 
 roll to their eternal rest. 

 

WE REMEMBER THE GIFT OF GOD’S GRACE 
We light the Christ Candle, and remember our Baptism.  
 

One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

All: And also with you. 
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RESPONSE VU 121: “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”  
                                       (Lenten words: Vs. 1 & 4) 
 

Light of life beyond conceiving, 
mighty Spirit of our Lord; 
give new strength to our believing, 
give us faith to live your word, 
give us faith to live your word. 

 

Give us eyes to see you clearly, 
make us children of your light; 
give us hearts to live more nearly 
as your gospel shining bright, 
as your gospel shining bright. 

 

LIVING INTO RIGHT RELATIONS: from: “The Serviceberry: An Economy 
of Abundance” by Robin Wall Kimmerer, Potawatomi Nation  
 

SOUL TALK: Gifts 
 

GATHERING PSALM: Responsive Psalm 23 – VU pg. 749 
 

Sing: My Shepherd is the Lord, nothing indeed shall I want.  
 

One: God is my shepherd. 
All: There is nothing I shall lack.  
One: You God, make me lie down in green pastures, 
All: You lead me beside peaceful waters; 
One: You revive my spirit. 
All: You guide me in right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 

Sing: My Shepherd is the Lord, nothing indeed shall I want.  
 

One: Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
 you are with me.  
All: Your rod and your staff are my comfort. 
One: You spread a table for me in the sight of my enemies; 
All: You anoint my head with oil; my cup is overflowing.  
One: Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me  
 all the days of my life,  
All: And I will dwell in God’s house my whole life long.  
 

Sing: My Shepherd is the Lord, nothing indeed shall I want.  
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SOUL PRAYER 
 

*HYMN VU 101: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 
 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
 Jesus Christ, to you we raise, 
 manifested by the star 
 to the sages from afar; 
 branch of royal David's stem 
 in your birth at Bethlehem; 
 anthems be to you addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
 Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
 and at Cana wedding guest, 
 in your Godhead manifest; 
 manifest in power divine, 
 changing water into wine; 
 anthems be to you addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 

3 Manifest in making whole 
 palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
 manifest in valiant fight, 
 quelling all the devil's might; 
 manifest in gracious will, 
 ever bringing good from ill; 
 anthems be to you addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 

4 Grant us grace to see you, Lord, 
 mirrored in your holy Word; 
 with your grace our lives endow, 
 grace to imitate you now, 
 that we like to you may be 
 at your great epiphany, 
 anthems be to you addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
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God Speaks to Us 
 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 9: 1-41  (NRSV)     Reader: George Dewar 
    As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
    His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 
    Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” 
    When he had said this, [Jesus] spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went 
and washed and came back able to see. 
    The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
    Some were saying, “It is he.” 
    Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
    He kept saying, “I am the man.” 
    But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 
    He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.” 
    They said to him, “Where is he?”  
    He said, “I do not know.” 
    They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. [The man] said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 
    Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 
not observe the sabbath.” 
    But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?”  
    And they were divided. 
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    So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It 
was your eyes he opened.” 
    He said, “He is a prophet.” 
    The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?” 
    His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he 
was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor 
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak 
for himself.” 
    His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
    So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, 
and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 
sinner.” 
    He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
    They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 
    He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become 
his disciples?” 
    Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
    The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
    They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?” And they drove [the man] out. 
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    Jesus heard that they had driven [the man] out, and when he found 
him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
    The man answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.” 
    Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with 
you is he.” 
    He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
    Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who 
do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 
    Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely 
we are not blind, are we?” 
    Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Shepherd of My Life” – J. Martin 
 

REFLECTION: “Looking a Gift Horse in the Mouth” 
 

*HYMN VU 402: “We Are One” 
 

1 We are one as we come, 
 as we come, joyful to be here, 
 in the praise on our lips 
 there's a sense that God is near. 
 We are one as we sing, 
 as we seek, we are found; 
 and we come needful of God's grace 
 as we meet, together in this place. 
 

2 We are one as we share, 
 as we share brokenness and fear, 
 in the touch of a hand 
 there's a sense that God is here. 
 We are one as we care, 
 as we heal, we are healed; 
 and we share warmth in God's embrace 
 as we pray together in this place. 
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3 We are one as we feast, 
 as we feast, peace becomes the sign; 
 in the bread and the wine 
 there's a sense of love divine. 
 We are one as we come, 
 as we feed, we are fed; 
 and we feel God's refreshing grace 
 as we meet at table in this place. 
 

4 We are one as we hear, 
 as we hear, heart and hand unite; 
 in the word we receive 
 there's a sense that God is light. 
 We are one as we leave, 
 as we love, we are loved; 
 and we seek justice in God's ways 
 as we move together from this place.  

 

God Sends Us Out 
OUR OFFERING 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 

HYMN VU 400: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (sung twice) 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace! 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER: (sung - VU 959) 
  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil  
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 
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COMMISSIONING: Ephesians 5: 8-14     Reader: George Dewar 
    For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live 
as children of light - for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good 
and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take 
no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.  
For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

*HYMN VU 481: “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” 
  

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended, O now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 God's grace did invite us, God's love shall unite us 
 to work for the kingdom and answer its call. 
 

2 With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, 
 the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 
 Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children of each tribe and race. 
 With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honour to Christ and the name that we bear. 

 

BLESSING: May God bless you and keep you. May God cause light to 
shine upon you and be gracious to you. May God turn towards you 
and grant you peace.  
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 *PARTING HYMN VU 510: “We Have This Ministry” 

 

1 We have this ministry and we are not discouraged; 
 it is by God's own power that we may live and serve. 
 Openly we share God's word, speaking truth as we believe, 
 praying that the shadowed world may healing light receive. 
 We have this ministry, O God, receive our living. 
 

2 O Christ, the tree of life, our end and our beginning, 
 we grow to fullest flower when rooted in your love. 
 Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, called to service by your grace, 
 different cultures, different gifts, the young and old a place. 
 We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving. 

 

3 The yoke of Christ is ours, the whole world is our parish; 
 we daily take the cross, the burden and the joy. 
 Bearing hurts of those we serve,  

wounded, bruised and bowed with pain, 
 Holy Spirit, bread and wine, we die and rise again. 
 We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving. 

 

 POSTLUDE 
 

LARGE PRINT HYMNS are available on the pew  
as you enter the sanctuary.   

You are welcome to use these packages during the service.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FOOD DRIVE FOR PELHAM CARES will be held on Saturday, April 1 
from 10 am – 12 pm.  Food items, as well as cleaning and personal 
care items, will be gratefully accepted. If making a donation by 
cheque, please make the cheque payable to Fonthill United Church.  
If the weather is warm, bring a lawn chair and enjoy a visit with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ at Fonthill United. Plus, pick up your 
palm for Palm Sunday’s service!  
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CHILI: 10 packages of Chili are available for sale at $10.00 each.  They 
are available Sunday, March 19 after church in the Narthex.  The 
proceeds will go towards the Harvest Dinners. 
 

ORDERING EASTER DAFFODILS: 
On Easter Sunday, we hope to surround the cross with 
daffodils.  If you would like to make a donation and 
have a daffodil placed in the sanctuary in memory of a 
loved one, please call or email the church office 
(fonthilu@vaxxine.com).  Any balance remaining from 
the proceeds of your donations will be donated to 
Pelham Cares.  
 

GRAPEVINE: We are planning to send out an Easter Grapevine before 
Palm Sunday.  If anyone would like to submit a notice or article, 
please send it to the church office (fonthilu@vaxxine.com) before 
Monday March 27. 
 

EASTER SEASON SERVICES: 
Sunday April 2   Palm Sunday (pick up your palms on  

  Saturday April 1 at the Food Drive) 
Thursday April 6  Maundy Thursday Service  

  – at Wesley United Church at 7:00 pm 
Friday April 7   Good Friday Service  

  – at Wesley United Church at 10:30 am 
Sunday April 9   Easter Service 
 

SYRIA and TURKEY EARTHQUAKE PETITION: 
Humanitarian access to parts of northwestern Syria in the aftermath of 
the February 6th earthquake has been difficult given international 
sanctions as well as restrictions on access to areas held by 
non-government groups. A humanitarian coalition made up of  
The Middle East Council of Churches, the ACT alliance, Syrian and 
international NGOs, and the United Church of Canada as a member of 
the Canadian Foodgrains group, is working hard to get sanctions lifted 
so that aid might arrive. You can support the efforts of the coalition 
by signing the petition in the Narthex addressed to the Prime Minister.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD AT FONTHILL UNITED 
 

Monday Mar 20   8:00 am Montessori Preschool 
   10:00 am  Zoom Coffee Hour 
     4:30 pm Music Lessons 
     7:00 pm  Venturers & Rovers 
Tuesday Mar 21   8:00 am Montessori Preschool   
     9:00 am Badminton 
   10:00 am Council Meeting 
     2:00 pm Music Lessons 
     4:45 pm Sportball 
     6:00 pm A Cappella Niagara Practice 
Wednesday Mar 22   8:00 am Montessori Preschool 
   10:00 am Roofing Committee Meeting 
   10:50 am Lookout Ridge Worship Service 
     1:15 pm Lookout Ridge Worship Service 
     3:30 pm Music Lessons 
     6:00 pm Cubs & Beavers  
Thursday Mar 23   8:00 am Montessori Preschool 
     9:00 am Badminton 
   10:00 am Walk at Meridian Comm. Centre 
   10:30 am Outreach Committee Meeting 
     2:00 pm Music Lessons 
     3:00 pm Choir Practice 
     7:30 pm Council Chairs Meeting 
Friday Mar 24    8:00 am Montessori Preschool 
     1:00 pm Music Lessons 
Sunday Mar 26   9:30 am   Worship Service – Lent 5 
 

BOOK CLUB will next meet on Monday March 27 at 2:00 pm.  We will 
be reading, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. 
There are copies of the book in Robert Lawson’s office; please see 
Robert to borrow a book. 
 

THESE DAYS devotional booklets for April/May/June are now 
available on the table in the Narthex.  If you would like a copy mailed 
to you, please email the church office at fonthilu@vaxxine.com. 
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TAIZÉ SERVICES will be held at Fenwick United Church on the next 
three Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm, on March 23, 30 and April 6.  
Taizé services are contemplative, accompanied by music and silence, 
and last about 30 minutes.  All are welcome to attend.   

 

PELHAM GARDEN CLUB – UPCOMING EVENTS: 
The Pelham Garden Club holds their monthly meetings at Fonthill 
United Church, usually on the fourth Monday evening of the month.  
These meetings are open to the public.  Everyone is invited to join in! 
  

Monday March 27 7 pm “Spring Planter Demonstration”  
April 15 and 16 10 am   Booth at the Home & Garden Show 
   - 4 pm      at the Meridian Comm. Centre 
Monday April 24 7 pm “Garden Myths” 
Saturday May 20 8 am   Annual Plant & Bake Sale 
   - noon       at the Fonthill Legion 
Monday May 29 7 pm “Winter Hardy Cactus” 
Saturday June 24 10 am   Annual Pelham Garden Tour 
 
 
 

 
TO MAKE A DONATION TO FONTHILL UNITED CHURCH,  
YOU ARE WELCOME TO: 
1) Mail a cheque to the church at: Fonthill United Church, Box 926, 
Fonthill ON  L0S 1E0. 
2) Drop your cheque donation, anytime, through the mail slot in the 
exterior office door at the church. 
3) Bring cash donations into the office when the church office is open. 
4) Send an e-transfer to: fonthilu@vaxxine.com. The donation email 
will be directly received by the church’s envelope secretary and will 
remain confidential. 
5) Sign up for the pre-authorized remittance program (PAR).  By 
donating through PAR, you give your church the peace of mind that 
comes with knowing your financial support will reliably be there each 
month. Contact the church office at fonthilu@vaxxine.com (or call the 
office at 905 892-6433) to register.  
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